
 
 

 

 

 

Addressing water makes sense both 

from a human development and 

democratic governance perspectives.  

Accessibility, quality and use of water 

are as important as its management.  

This is why focusing on enhancing the 

quality democratic governance and 

reducing vulnerabilities to corrupt 

practices have to be high priorities in 

the post 2015 development agenda.  

The Report of the High-Level Panel of 

Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 

Development Agenda recognized not 

only the importance of focusing on 

water, but also recommended to 

improve governance in the water 

sector.    

According to the United Nations´ World 

Water Assessment Programme 

(WWAP), each person needs 20-50 

liters of water a day to ensure their 

basic needs for drinking, cooking and 

cleaning. The World Health 

Organization (WHO) and the United 

Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) Joint 

Monitoring Programme (JMP) reported 

that in 2010, 89% of the world’s 

population, or 6.1 billion people, used 

improved drinking water sources, 

exceeding the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDG) target 

(88%).  That number is expected to 

increase to 92% by 2015.  While 

between 1990 and 2010, 2 billion 

people gained access to improved 

drinking water sources and 1.8 billion 

people gained access to improved 

sanitation facilities, today 11% of the 

global population are still without 

access to improved sources of drinking 

water. 

The quality of governance in the water 

sector is a key determinant of 

sustainable human development. Not 

only is water the most essential 

commodity for human development, 

but its scarcity can generate conflict.  

As the world population grows and the 

world becomes more urban, the 

demand for water will continue to 

increase.  While natural events and/or 

disasters can create water shortages, 

governance failures can also affect both 

quality and accessibility of water and 

sanitation.  For example, when the 

institutions are fragmented, the 

decision making process is either un-

coordinated and excessively 

centralized, and when basic ethical, 

transparency and accountability 

principles are not practiced by 

government or private providers and by 

citizens, water and sanitation services 

can be adversely affected. In many 

water systems, quality and accessibility 

of water are affected by illegal 

connections and leakage; water 

availability is often limited to a few 

hours a day; people are forced to buy 

water; in rural areas people may have 

to walk many miles to have basic access 

to water; and lack of sanitation can 

generate many preventable diseases.  

In many countries, including in Latin 

America and the Caribbean, 

gastrointestinal diseases caused by 
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bacteria are transmitted by 
contaminated water sources in badly 
operated and poorly maintained water 
distribution networks, resulting in 
chronic diarrhea, dysentery and other 
serious illnesses including cholera, 
hepatitis and typhoid. In rural areas, 
where generally the poorest segments 
of the population live, gastrointestinal 
diseases are responsible for infant 
mortality.  Despite budget allocations 
for investment in water supply and 
sanitation, these efforts have not been 
sufficient to reduce the incidence of 
these diseases.  

Corrupt practices are the most serious 
threat to the water and sanitation 
sector, although is not pervasive in all 
societies.  Nowhere the citizens, 
particularly the poor, feel the effects of 
corruption more directly than at the 
sub-national level (municipalities in 
particular). A number of factors make 
the water sector particularly vulnerable 
to corruption both at the national and 
sub-national levels. For example, 
dysfunctional institutional 
arrangements (overlapping roles 
and/or no clarity of who does what and 
who is accountable for what); despite 
large flows of money and resources, 
there is limited and no internal or 
external oversight (from mandated 
regulating entities and/or from 
citizens); and transparency and 
accountability gaps (due to lack of 
public concern and low involvement of 
water users in policy making, as well as 
low capacity of governments to create 
effective monitoring systems).  

In Latin America, access to drinking 
water reaches 94%, slightly surpassing 
the goal of 93% for 2015.  Sanitation 
coverage reaches 79%, 84% being the 
goal for 2015, and 26.5 million people 
continued to practice open defecation.  
It is estimated that 186 million people 
must be incorporated for 
universalization of sanitation.  In the 
Caribbean, the Inter-American 
Development Bank reports that the 
water problem is multi-dimensional, 
due in great part by such factors as: 
declining amount of fresh water; 
discontinuity of water services; low 
coverage of sewerage networks and/or 
waste water treatment; high non- 
revenue water (45-50%); high 
inefficiency on energy consumption 
(30% of operational budget); water 
tariffs do not cover production costs; 
and environmental problems due to 
inadequate solid waste disposal. 

For the Latin America and the 
Caribbean region, other studies, like 
the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD), 
have pointed to many challenges in the 
water and sanitation sector, the 
majority related to governance.  For 
example, the match between 
hydrological and administrative 
boundaries; horizontal co-ordination 
across ministries; vertical co-ordination 
between levels of government; 
horizontal co-ordination between sub-
national actors; local and regional 
governments’ capacity to 
design/implement water policies; 
allocation of water resources across 
uses (residential, industrial, 
agriculture); limited citizen 
participation; economic regulation 
(tariffs, private sector participation 
etc.);  managing the specificity of rural 
areas; managing geographically specific 
areas (islands, mountains, etc.); and 
managing specificity of 
urban/metropolitan areas. 

As an integral part of the strategy to 
mainstream transparency and 
accountability themes in the MDGs, the 
Democratic Governance Area of the 
Regional Service Centre for Latin 
America and the Caribbean/RBLAC has 
been promoting regionally a number of 
key activities in support of 
transparency and accountability in the 
water and sanitation sector.  On 
February 2012, a policy dialogue was 
organized with the Water Integrity 
Network (WIN), in which the UNDP 
Virtual School, the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), UNICEF, the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) and colleagues from the MDG 
and Poverty Reduction Area 
participated.  For the last two years, 
through the Transparency and 
Accountability in Local Governments 
(TRAALOG) regional initiative, a number 
of key activities were facilitated and 
promoted. 

Similarly, the TRAALOG has facilitated 
partnerships to articulate global and 
regional activities in benefit of UNDP 
Country Offices, with the UNDP Global 
Thematic Programme on Anti-
Corruption for Development 
Effectiveness (PACDE/BDP), the 
Stockholm International Water Institute 
(SIWI), the Network for Capacity 
Building in Sustainable Water 
Management (CAP-NET UNDP), the 
Water Integrity Network (WIN) and the 
UNDP Virtual School. 
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This is a new topic that is pertinent to 
the post 2015 discussions, as well as 
one that is explicitly mentioned in the 
new UNDP Strategic Plan (2014-2017).  
It is a topic that invites cross-practice 
and inter-agency work.  Below is a 
summary of some regional products 
and current processes in the Latin 
America and Caribbean region 
promoted and/or being promoted by 
the TRAALOG regional initiative.     

• Methodology developed to analyze 

accountability in the water sector: On 

the basis of 4 cases (Colombia, Mexico, 

Chile, and Brazil), which was done in 

collaboration with BDP, the Virtual 

School and the four country offices.  

The methodology was validated 

through an inclusive and collaborative 

effort that included 6 country offices s 

(México, Panama, Costa Rica, 

Colombia, Brazil, and Chile), 

representatives from civil society 

organizations; UNDP regional and 

global policy advisers, the Virtual 

School, the Oslo Governance Centre, 

and UN agencies (FAO, UNICEF), as well 

as UNDP partners organizations (WIN, 

SIWI).   

 • Virtual Course in English (GLOBAL) 
and Spanish (LAC): with the Virtual 
School on Transparency in the Water 
Sector (April-July 2013), with about 80 
participants in both courses. 

• Inputs to the Water Integrity 
Manual: elaborated by Cap-Net/UNDP, 
SIWI and LA-WETnet (Latin American 

Water Education and Training 
Network).   

• Presentation of the Methodology to 
analyze accountability in the water 
sector: in the 1st Water Integrity Forum 
in Delft/the Netherlands (June 2013). 

• Technical assistance to country 
offices from the Regional Centre (for 
example Costa Rica) in implementing 
local initiatives (see VIDEO of the 
Project with the Rural Administrative 
Associations of Aqueducts-ASADAS in 
Costa Rica funded by PACDE/BDP). 

• Exploring Strategy to Strengthen 
Capacities of key Stakeholders (with 
LA-WETnet and CAP-NET UNDP) (for 
2014). 

• Publication and Dissemination of 4 
experiences in Water Governance 
(Colombia, Brazil, Mexico, Chile): In 
collaboration with PACDE/BDP and the 
Virtual School. 

Given the enormous challenges 
involved in promoting transparency 
and accountability in the water and 
sanitation sector, these activities can 
only be considered basic inputs.  
According to the Andean Development 
Corporation (CAF), the LAC region will 
need an estimated investment of US$ 
12.5 billion per year in the next 20 
years to close the investment gap of 
water infrastructure. This level of 
investment is necessary to achieve 
100% coverage of drinking water; 94% 
for sewerage; and 85% of urban areas 
served by rainwater drainage networks. 

An enhanced governance approach to 
water delivery and accessibility is 
needed in LAC and other regions, in 
which planning, policies, regulations 
and service provision incorporate 
different actors and stakeholders. 
There is evidence for example that a 
more active role of women in the 
administration, operation and 

maintenance of water & sanitation 
systems could ensure sustainability of 
projects. Investing in transparency, 
integrity and accountability in the 
water and sanitation sector is 
necessary for sustained human 
development and to consolidate 
democratic governance.  It will enhance 
the quality of democratic governance, 
but also will prevent risks.  As the 
discussions of the 1st International 
Water Integrity Forum held in Delft/the 
Netherlands last June pointed out, 
improving governance in the water and 
sanitation sector requires more than 
transparency, accountability and 
fighting corruption. It requires the right 
knowledge, access to strong partners 
(governments, the private sector, 
academia, NGOs) and good tools. It 
means, strengthening procurement 
systems, promoting public expenditure 
tracking, strengthening capacities and 
awareness among water managers, 
regulators, and decision-makers, and 
getting citizens involved. Ultimately, it 
is about guaranteeing what Amartya 
Sen calls “the substantive freedoms of 
individuals, seen as active agents to 
ensure good quality and wide 
accessibility of water and sanitation 
services, rather than as passive 
recipients of poor quality and limited 
and unequal accessibility of water 
and sanitation services.” 

 
To comment on this article, please 

visit our space in Teamworks   
 

http://www.escuelapnud.org/en/
http://www.escuelapnud.org/en/
http://vimeo.com/67035096
http://www.waterintegrityforum.com/?page_id=2
http://www.waterintegrityforum.com/?page_id=2
https://undp.unteamworks.org/node/17588


 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Redistricting:  
The Return of Water to Public Use  
Transnational Institute, 2013. 
 
 
 
It is not an easy to say, but redistricting is a growing and a thrilling 
tendency in the water sector. Defined as the transfer services of 
water from private companies to municipality authorities, the 
redistricting demonstrates that the public sector can outdo the 
private sector and be an effective supplier of water all over the 
world. This book examines five recent examples of redistricting- 
Paris (France), Dar es Salaam (Tanzania), Buenos Aires (Argentina), 
Hamilton (Canada) and a set of malaysian municipalities- and 
analyzes why it is happening, how do they have room in these 
transformations, how good have the services functioned under 
public control and what have been the lessons learned through 
these experiences. 
 

[To download click here] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Water Governance in Latin America 
and the Caribbean. A Multi-level Approach  
OCDE, 2012 
 
 
 
This report provides a platform of comparison and practices for 
13 Latin American and Caribbean (LAC) countries: Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama and 
Peru. It investigates water policy making in the LAC region, in 
order to understand better who does what and at which level of 
government. And it examines how this region’s water policy is 
designed, regulated and implemented. This work does not aim to 
rank countries’ “water performance,” but rather to identify the 
main multi-level water governance challenges, common gaps and 
policy responses in the LAC region, and to provide a typology for 
Latin American countries facing similar challenges. Given that 
there is no “ideal model” in water governance, this report is a 
way for LAC countries to identify others dealing with familiar 
issues and, above all, a means for them to benchmark themselves 
against peers and to identify possible and desirable 
improvements. 

[To download click here] 
 

 

 

 
Governance Models for Access to 
Clean Water in Latin America  
Avina Foundation, 2011. 
 
                                                                                                                     
 
This publication is an important contribution to the literature 
about the alternative governance models to promote the access 
of safe water in Latin America. Given multiple factors, such as 
the ecological, economic and social, that affect the amount, the 
trustworthiness and the cost to provide safe water to urban and 
rural populations throughout Latin America, this publication 
discusses the many possible ways to achieve these goals. In 
Latin America democratic governance has been associated in 
the academic sphere and in the state sector, at least since the 
reestablishment of democracy in the 80s, with contributions 
generally originated from political science. Therefore, it is not 
usual to analyze “the democratic governance of water.”, or to 
understand that civil society can be a key contributor. In this 
publication this concept is explained, its different models are 
identified and three concrete cases are presented to showcase 
its viability and scope. 

[To download click here] 

 

 
 
 
 
Local Control and Management of  
Our Water Commons. Stories of Rising  
to the Challenge 
The Council of Canadians and  
Our Watercommons, 2012 
 
 
This publication gathers 21 cases from around the world, 

offering insight into water struggles based on claiming water as 

a commons. The cases present innovations in such critical areas 

as new legal frameworks, management of public water delivery 

and fair pricing and methods to protect the earth’s rights to 

water.  The alternatives described in the case studies illustrate 

ground-breaking work underway around the world. 

 
 
 

[To download click here] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.plataformacontralaprivatizaciondelcyii.org/xDOCUMENTOS/Retorno_del_agua_a_manos_publicas_2013.pdf
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/governance/water-governance-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean_9789264174542-en
http://avina.net/esp/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/agua.pdf
http://www.ritimo.org/IMG/pdf/Local-Control-and-Management-of-Our-Water-Commons-1.pdf


 
 

 

 

 

The first Water Integrity Forum that was conducted in Delft, 

The Netherlands on 5-7 June 2013 was a very interesting 

event. The event was jointly organized by the Water Integrity 

Network (WIN), Water Governance Centre (WGC) and 

UNESCO-IHE´s Institute for Water Education. It brought 

together people from an incredible diversity of professional 

roles and backgrounds such as policy makers, regulators, 

investors, media professionals, environmental authors, 

people from other NGOs and water professionals from 

various continents. To me, it symbolized how global this issue 

is and how there is so much to learn when people come 

together and share 

their stories. 

Water makes life 

possible. One would 

think that 

considering how 

critical this is to 

human life, we 

would treat it with 

top priority. 

Unfortunately, that 

is not often the 

case. Some of the many thought-provoking aspects about 

water globally are: 

Ever since 2007, more than half of the world’s population 

now lives in urban areas. With altered lifestyles and changing 

food patterns, water consumption is expected to increase by 

40% by 2025. Currently, over 1.4 billion people do not have 

access to clean and safe water. It is expected that by the year 

2025, one third of the world’s population will be affected by 

water shortages. That means one in every three people will 

be directly impacted by water scarcity. Such alarming 

prognosis is certainly a cause for great concern. 

As the organizers of the event say “Water will determine 

what world the future generations will live in. Water is 

essential for people, food security, energy, environment, and 

for social and economic development. It underpins progress 

in health, equity, gender equality, well-being and economic 

progress in developing countries but also in the world’s most 

developed countries. But this precious resource is 

underpinned by bad governance and lack of integrity. If we 

want tomorrow’s generation to have sustainable access to 

this resource, we need to come together now.” With this 

aim, the forum hosted a wide variety of topics and agendas. 

At some points, there was just too much choice and one 

often felt drawn to more than one session. The afternoon 

sessions offered several different workstreams depending on 

one’s interest. From the relatively new topic of Water, 

Energy and Food to the tried and tested ones of Water 

Resource Management in River Basin, Rural Water, 

Sanitation and Hygiene and Integrated Urban Water 

Management, the workstream spanned the entire spectrum 

of issues that are 

important to the 

world of water 

management. 

Day 2 had a much 

more fluid morning 

session where some 

presenters/participa

nts spoke about their 

work back in their 

home countries. This 

was immensely 

interesting for me because it was a chance to hear about 

how people succeeded in their mission, how they mobilized 

communities, informed stakeholders. Presenters also shared 

their struggles and challenges and held rich discussions on 

their chosen topics. Personally, I felt it was a shame that I 

could not attend more of these and would have loved these 

sessions to be recorded so it would allow those who missed 

the session to follow their interest.  After a quick working 

lunch, the forum reconvened again into various work streams 

and covered topics such as Tools to diagnose and assess 

integrity, Tools to improve, build and monitor integrity, 

Processes to scale up integrity.  

Day 3 was much shorter than the previous two days. After a 

quick recap of the first two days, Mr. Ravi Narayanan, Chair 

of the International Steering Committee of WIN presented 

the strategic statement that had been created through the 

various interactions. He then invited views and comments on 

it and I was pleased to see that it was quite a lively debate  

Continue on the next page 

Image: Her Excellency, Betty Oyella Bigombe, Minister of State for Water, Ministry 
of Water and Environment, Uganda, and Kitty van der Heijden, Director of the 
Department for Climate, Environment, Energy and Water (DME) at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, The Netherlands.   
Copy Right Photo Hans de Lijser 

 

 



 
 

 

 

where people discussed semantics of the statement and how 

it could be made stronger. It was fascinating to hear accounts 

of how people reacted to various terminologies. For instance, 

one participant from Africa shared that whenever she used 

the word corruption in trying to mobilize people, it made 

them defensive and sometimes even scared and 

uncooperative. 

However, when she replaced it 

with the word Integrity, people 

seemed a lot more willing and 

open to participate and change 

the system.  Such insights were 

completely new to me and I 

found them quite absorbing. 

The closing panel discussion 

was streamed live over the 

Internet so more people could 

participate. The panelists came 

from various distinguished 

backgrounds. The debate 

highlighted how corruption 

could be found both in the 

developing and developed 

parts of the world, the 

impacts it was having and 

how there was need to come together to handle this crisis. I 

was particularly thrilled that the two women on the panel, 

Her Excellency, Betty Bigombe, minister of State for Water, 

Ministry of Water and Environment, Uganda and Kitty van 

der Heijden, Director of the Department for Climate, 

Environment, Energy and Water (DME) at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, The Netherlands took up a challenge 

together and pledged to take the lead in putting water 

integrity in the Global Development Agenda. Such leadership 

is particularly needed in processes such as Post-2015 

Development Agenda.  

This forum was significant for many reasons. Progress and 

Development is often stymied by integrity challenges. 

However, it is often the elephant in the room. This forum 

provided a key platform to take stock of progress in 

addressing integrity challenges and helped in forging 

coalitions for expanding the base and increasing the pace on 

water integrity. The Forum brought the problem of 

corruption out of the closet into the open and helped 

participants raise the stakes to address this challenge 

together. There was a general consensus that the 

shortcomings in the performance of the water sector were 

less due to physical scarcity of water resources or financial 

resources to address the problem but more due to 

governance failures such as institutional fragmentation, lack 

of coordinated decision making, regulatory problems, 

corruption and low levels of 

transparency and 

accountability. As the Forum 

Statement has pointed out, 

costs of inaction are far too 

high to remain passive in the 

face of such challenges. It 

therefore calls on 

governments, the UN and 

other international 

organizations, the corporate 

sector and civil society to 

promote water integrity in 

their policies and actions. 

In my personal experience, 

I thoroughly enjoyed 

networking with colleagues 

from various continents 

working in the water sector. It was also great to have made 

friends who went out to explore the charming town of Delft 

and take advantage of the beautiful weather at the time. I 

hope to strengthen these professional relationships over 

time. 

 

* She would like to describe herself as a “water warrior.” She 
is a researcher, speaker and author based in London, UK. She 
was a speaker at the Water Integrity Forum and represented 
Sri Lanka Water Partnership as a consultant at the forum. Her 
presentation was titled ‘Water Integrity in Action: Curbing 
Illegal Sand Mining in Sri Lanka’. The presentation can be 
found here. 

Personal Blogs: 

http://rhetorictoreality.blogspot.co.uk/ 

http://rhetoric2reality.wordpress.com/ 

Image: Her Excellency, Betty Oyella Bigombe, Minister of State 

for Water, Ministry of Water and Environment, Phil Matsheza, 

Global Anti-Corruption Policy Advisor PACDE/BDP, and 

Gerardo Berthin, Governance Policy Advisor, Regional Service 

Centre for LAC/RBLAC.  

 

http://www.waterintegrityforum.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Kiran_Pereira_Consultant.pdf
http://rhetorictoreality.blogspot.co.uk/
http://rhetoric2reality.wordpress.com/


 
 

 

 

Members of the Latin American Network for Capacity 

Development in Sustainable Water Management (LA-WET 

Net), the International Network for Capacity Development 

in Sustainable Water Management (CAPNet-PNUD), the 

Water Integrity Network (WIN), a number of experts from 

different national Civil Society Organizations and UNDP 

professionals from Country Offices in Colombia and the 

UNDP Regional Centre of Panama, all committed to 

promoting Water Integrity, participated in the Regional 

Workshop ‘’Water Integrity in Latin America: Regional 

Planning Mapping and Capacity Development’’, held in 

Bogota City, Colombia from 15th to 17th of May, 2013 at 

the University of Externado. 

 

 
The Workshop served to open a space for dialogue about 

the integrity approach in Water Resources Management, a 

topic that has not received sufficient attention in the 

region.   As in other basic service areas, integrity along 

with transparency and accountability add value to the 

management approach and to determine assignment of 

services and water resources.  This has been documented 

by a number of Human Development reports. Because of 

this, these principles should be systematically included 

when implementing policy reforms in water management, 

as was discussed in the Workshop.    

The starting point of the Workshop was the study 

prepared by LA-WETnet in cooperation with a number of 

experts from social organizations and academic centers of 

the Region.  The study is a mapping of integrity in water in 

the region based on the experiences of 8 national cases: 

Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica and Central 

America as a whole, México, Peru and Venezuela. This 

effort helped to generate a regional ‘’state of the art’’ of 

water management services and also served to identify 

and map different public and private stakeholders, public 

institutions and other social  actors  operating in all 

national contexts and participating in the promotion of 

water Integrity.  A relevant aspect of the Workshop was 

that it allowed the exploration of the confluence of 

interests of the various actors in order to develop 

strategies to promote integrity.  

As the Workshop was held in Colombia, a number of 

government officials from the country were able 

participate, including from the water sector institutions, 

the private sector, researches and academic experts and 

civil society organizations.  This helped to illustrate the 

diversity of actors (public and private) and the distribution 

of functions (legislation/regulation, 

management/implementation, control, users/citizens) 

that characterize the water sector.        

The strategy proposed in the Workshop to promote water 

integrity is based on strengthening capacities of all actors 

and stakeholders involved in the process.   Under this 

premise, the focus is on promoting organizational and 

institutional strengthening, visionary leadership, access to 

knowledge access and strengthening transparency and 

accountability. 

Achieving an Integrated Water Resource Management 

(IWRM) implies understanding the multiple interests 

involved about how water is used and allocated, and 

respond accordingly to achieve a balanced solution, 

sustainable and according to development needs. 

Continue on the next page 



 
 

 

 

In line with the strategy to strengthen capacities proposed 

by the Workshop, the Capacity Development Manual for 

Water Integrity developed by CAPNet-UNDP and reviewed 

and validated as part of the Workshop, was 

conceptualized as a tool to accompany initiatives and to 

be used in institutional capacity building activities in topics 

related to integrity, transparency and accountability.  The 

Manual offers a conceptual basis, examples of good 

practices and anti-corruption measures.    

The Regional Mapping and the tool that is providing by the 

Manual, both presented in Bogotá, are two significant 

elements that contribute to the development of a capacity 

building program for water integrity and transparency in 

the Region.   

  

Finally, the Workshop resulted to be a fruitful forum for 

policy dialogue to promote integrity and good governance 

in the water sector whith a variety of actors.  The event 

not only proved to be one of great a great interest but 

also commitment everyone to promote approaches in 

different national contexts. This commitment was evident 

through the creation of a Network, formed by the 

workshop participants, and represents a first step towards 

the development of a regional strategy to strengthen 

capacities for integrity and transparency in the water 

sector that can serve as a roadmap for future actions. 

*Democratic Governance Specialist, Regional Service 

Centre for Latin America and the Caribbean. 

 

 
 

Hydros Project- Games Related with Water through 

Applications in Smartphones and Tablets 

 

  
 

The Hydros Game shows, through a fun and interactive 

way- the forms of collection, reuse and disposal of 

water. Additionally, the game has as its stages of 

performance representative cities from Hydros Project, 

such as: Mexico City, Sao Paulo, New York, Tokyo and 

Amsterdam. Every one of them has five stages, which 

will increase the difficulty according to the user's 

progress in the game. Using the system for 

smartphones and tablets, the player must indicate the 

direction of water flow through pipes, to the places of 

the house in which each type of water should be used - 

showers and batteries to supply irrigation of orchards 

and of reuse water tanks. 

The Hydros Project asks, "how do I relate with water?" 

This is a call for all of us to be “water ambassadors,” in 

a way that communicates the sustianable use of water 

resources.   

http://www.watergovernance.org/documents/WGF/Reports/Trainin_Manual/Final_training-manual-English.pdf
http://www.watergovernance.org/documents/WGF/Reports/Trainin_Manual/Final_training-manual-English.pdf
http://www.proyectohydros.com/pegada


 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

According to assessments made with support from 

the World Bank for the Third Latinosan (2013), in 

Latin America and the Caribbean, 33% of the rural 

population lacks basic sanitation.  

In the region, the coverage of sanitation services, 

including sewers and sewage handling, increased in 

urban areas from 80% in 1990 to 87%in 2011, a figure 

that is still far from the goal of 91% by 2015, 

according to the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs). In rural areas, over the same period, the 

sanitation coverage increased from 38%to 67%. 

Similarly, in rural areas of the region covering drinking 

water rising from 38%in 1990 to 64% in 2011. 

  

It is a pleasure to give the most cordial welcome to Sara 

Camara Cañizares an intern from the University of 

Barcelona.  She is a student of the Master’s Program in 

International Relations and International Cooperation 

Organizations.  Previously she has obtained a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Philosophy from the University of Barcelona, 

and worked for the past two years in an initiative from the 

Generalitat of Catalunya serving special needs children. 

 

 

http://www.regionalcentrelac-undp.org/en/  

 

 

 World Water Week- Stockholm, 1-6 

September 

 Water 2013. The Risk in Water Management. 

October 15-18. Cali, Colombia   

 XXIV WATER CONGRESS. Water and Human 

Development. 14 to 18 October 2013. San 

Juan, Argentina . 

 

 

We also want to welcome Annina Hyvonen, an intern from 

Finland from the University of Helsinki. She is currently a 

master student and her major is political science, more 

specifically administration and organization studies.  As 

minors Annina has studied management and economics. 

She completed her bachelor´s studies with a thesis that 

focused on the role of the International Monetary fund in 

the privatization processes in Argentina. After that she 

participated in an international exchange program in 

Germany, where she took active part in a project that aimed 
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